Four-level Framework:  All words are not created equal
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Beck, McKeown, and Kucan’s 3-tier system (2002)




Tier One


basic words that probably don't require much instruction for native English speakers


Tier Two


high-frequency, high-utility words for mature language users


Beck and colleagues suggest that we spent most time during vocabulary instruction on these words


Tier Three


low-frequency words usually found and best learned in content areas


examples:  Emancipation Proclamation, ecosystem, due process


examples:  friend, run


examples:  redundant, scathing, justify










Level 1:  critical "before" words


absolutely essential to understanding of the passage


Relatively few words


Level 2:  "foot-in-the-door" words


also critical to understanding but students need only a basic understanding to get the gist of the passage


Teacher can discuss these words more AFTER reading if time permits


Level 3:  critical "after" words


these are words and concepts that are important for the students to know on some level, but they do not need to understand them BEFORE reading to construct meaning from the text


Level 4: words not to teach


students probably already know these words (e.g. mustache, fault, gym were words listed in one text as critical vocabulary)


represent concepts that students need an in-depth understanding of BEFORE reading in order to successfully construct meaning from the passage


15-20 minutes should be devoted to EXPLICITLY teach and guide students twoard an understanding of these words BEFORE reading


Examples:  ecosystem, photosynthesis, separation of powers, civil rights movement


few in number; teach up front


requires a shorter amount of time to teach


two types 


new label / new concept words - provide a clear definition of the word and a sentence w/ rich context (e.g.   A homesteader settled on free land provided by the government.


new words / familiar concepts - provide a synonym for these new words that represent a concept already familiar to studnets (e.g.  metamorphosis means a change in form)


these words can be discussed as they come up


categories


content words that can be discussed later


content words that are clearly and explicitly defined within the text


high-utility words that students will see in other settings (e.g. plague, fugitive, serene)


words that can be used to teach "preciseness" or variations in language use (e.g. happy and exuberant, run and lope, walk and stroll)


words that do not support the goals of instruction


there are many important vocabulary words, but which words fit the focus of your lesson?


words that appear in rich context from which students may be able to infer the meaning
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